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ABSTRACT

A revised list of Turkish bombyliid species comprising 194 taxa is compiled. Bombylius
nubilus Mikan, 1796, B. rhodius Loew, 1855, and Villoestrus uvarovi Paramonov, 1931 are
recorded from Turkey for thefirst time. It isestimated that approximately 50 further speciesmay
be expected to be discovered in Turkey as aresult of future collection and research efforts.
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INTRODUCTION

Although the Bombyliidae of Turkey havebeen known for over 200 years, there
hasuntil now never been an attempt to summarizetheinformation, or evensmply to
present alist of all speciesknown to occur there. Turkish Bombyliidae are
extremely interesting from abiogeographical perspectivebecause Turkey issituated
at acritical biological crossroadsof Asia, Europe, and Africa. Additionally, most
Bombyliidae help plant pollination and their [arvae primarily parasitizetheimmature
stages of holometabol ousinsectsincluding Hymenoptera L epidoptera, Orthoptera,
Diptera, and Neuroptera (Yeates & Greathead, 1997).

Studies on the Bombyliidae of Turkey have benefited from publications by
previous authorsin which much of the material presented derived from research
expeditionsthroughout Turkey. Theseinclude papersby Bowden (1967a, 1967b),





